Too much yang in Porter Square
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For expert commentary on the new Porter Square re-do, look no further than the folks who spend their mornings idling their cars in its snarl of traffic. 

    "It’s still too slow. The lights don’t seem to be set up correctly," said commuter Chris Linane as he waited in traffic at Mass. Ave. and Upland Tuesday morning. "The lights all seem to be green ahead, but everyone’s still waiting." 

    Adam Looker of Somerville is happy the construction is completed, but still sees some flaws in the traffic pattern design. 

    "It’s a lot better than it was before, except for these two lights" said Looker as he waited at the same intersection. "Other than the construction, I’m glad that’s over." 

    Sara Peridis of Cambridge agreed. The Chronicle caught up with her while she cooled her heels at the series of red lights. 

    "It’s slow, there just seems to be a lot of traffic, the new construction didn’t seem to make it any better," she said. 

    Begun in 2004, the $6.2 million plaza renovation features black and white striped pavement and an array of jagged boulders that jut of from walkways and stairwells. It was designed by Harvard Professor emeritus Toshi Katayama.

    But Natalia Kaylin, an expert in the ancient art of Feng Shui, says she understands why Katayama’s design may drivers feel somewhat on edge about the square. 

    "My first impression of the square, when I was driving, there are a few rocks along the road that are a little bit sharp, when you are entering the plaza many people will feel a little anxious," said Kaylin. 

    A personal Feng Shui consultant based in Westford, Kaylin also has a degree in physics from her native Ukraine. Kaylin spent last Saturday taking measurements of the square using a Lo Pan Compass, an ancient tool used by Taoists. 

    Based on the time of a building or plaza’s construction and a precise measurement of building’s position in space according to "Flying Star" astrology, Kaylin addressed a change of Chi, or energy over time for the structure as a whole. The analysis predicts outcomes in a particular space. 

    Her measurements determined that because the square faces West, a bad position to be constructed in this year, the energy created by the square’s positioning will be lawsuits, disaster and gossip. 

    "This year was the worst year to do any construction to the West," Kaylin said. 

    Kaylin also drew negative connotations from the lack of Yin in the artwork. 

    "It’s a very busy street and shopping plaza, one of the busiest places I know in Cambridge," said Kaylin. "From a Feng Shui point of view, it would be good to introduce some Yin to make it more harmonious." 

    Kaylin explained that Yin and Yang in architecture and design represent the balance in the way human react to their surroundings. 

    One example of too much Yang, or masculine energy, in Porter Square is the shape of the boulders and the way they are cemented into the ground. 

    "I like the stones," said Kaylin. "But some are positioned horizontal and some vertical, it’s not natural. It gives the feeling of some catastrophic event."

Some stones that line the square are perched precariously close to the road, creating a feeling of danger, said Kaylin. 

    "The stones are sticking out, towards the cars, it makes you not want to drive in," she said.
